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DISEASE SYMPTOMS PATHOGEN/CAUSE MANAGEMENT 
    
Cylindrocladium stem 
rot  
 

Stems and lower leaves 
become very dark brown 
to black. 

Cylindrocladium This disease occurs 
during propagation of 
plants from cuttings. 
When affected cuttings 
are placed on a wet 
paper towel in a plastic 
bag for a few days, 
many light colored 
spores form on the 
infected tissue. Use 
pathogen-free rooting 
soil. Take cuttings from 
healthy plants. 

    
Leaf spots Dark brown spots spread 

to engulf the entire leaf. 
Cercospora, 
Marssonina, Septoria, 
Stagonospora 

Avoid sprinkler 
irrigation. 

    
Powdery mildew White fungal growth 

develops on the surface 
of leaves. 

Erysiphe or  
Micosphaera 

No control is available. 

    
Rhizoctonia stem rot Dark dead areas develop 

on the stems. 
Rhizoctonia This disease occurs 

during cutting 
propagation. When 
affected cuttings are 
placed on a wet paper 
towel in a plastic bag for 
a few days, web-like 
strands of fungal growth 
extends from the 
infected tissue to the 
towel surface. Use 
pathogen-free rooting 
soil. Take cuttings from 
healthy plants. 

    
Rust Reddish brown dusty 

spores form on the 
leaves. 

Puccinia andropogonis This fungus also infects 
Oxalis, Penstemon, 
Mumulus, lupines, 
Baptisia, and Aesculus. 

    
 



   
Cylindrocladium stem rot  Rhizoctonia stem rot 
 
NOTICE: THE USER OF THIS INFORMATION ASSUMES ALL RISKS FOR PERSONAL INJURY OR PROPERTY DAMAGE. 
WARNING! PESTICIDES ARE POISONOUS.  READ AND FOLLOW ALL DIRECTIONS AND SAFETY PRECAUTIONS ON LABELS.  HANDLE 
CAREFULLY AND STORE IN ORIGINAL LABELED CONTAINERS OUT OF THE REACH OF CHILDREN, PETS, AND LIVESTOCK.  DISPOSE OF 
EMPTY CONTAINERS RIGHT AWAY, IN A SAFE MANNER AND PLACE.  DO NOT CONTAMINATE FORAGE, STREAMS OR PONDS. 
 
Where trade names are used, no discrimination is intended and no endorsement by the Cooperative Extension Service is implied. 
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